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(Ukraine reverses field on plan to close ChernobyE 


180,000 people from surrounding villages 
and cities that became contaminated. 


KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — Abandoning 
previous safety concerns, Ukrainian tzw- 
makers vored today to keep the 
‘Chernobyl nuclear power station open 
zand to lift a moratonum on construction 

new nuclear plants. 

The 221-38 vote in Parliament came in 


was the site of the world’s 
worst nuclear accident, the April 2 
1986, explosion and fire that spread 


ation over a wide region. 
The official death tol! from the acci- 


eee is Ukraine's ecological 


tragedy,” said Hanna Tsvitkova, spokes- 
woman in Kiev for the international envi- 
ronmental 


group — Greenpeace 
“Chernobyl should be closed down 


PP > 


Huctear weapons in a visit to X 
planned for Sunday. 

Cherñobyl has four graphite reactors; 
Reactor No. 4, which exploded’ in 1986" 
has been cheastd in a stecl-and-concrete 
sarcophagus, and reactor No. 2 has been 
shut down since a fire in 1991. 

Reactors No. 1 and No. 3 were restart- 


tiop We have no other option than to use 
atomic energy,” said Volodymyr Duntau, 
a deputy from the Odessa region. 

As a result of the Chernobyl accident, 
the question of what to do about nuclear 
energy and nuclear weapons is sensitive 
among Ukraine's 52 million people 


response to a chromic energy shortage that 
has plagued Ukraine and contributed to 
athe worsening of the former Soviet repub- 


lic’s economy. — in the bundreds or 


deat 80 miles north of Kiev is 32. But sci- 
lura adao arch wt aie ae 
thousands 


exposure to radiation a mar by the = 


— Chemobyl’s 


and future.” 


immediately. The 2 percent of nuclear 
energy that Chernobyl supplics to 
Ukraine's citizens will never justify 

"s Victims of the past, present 


Ukraine, which inherited 176 long- 
range nuclear missiles from the Soviet 
Union, has repeatedly pledged to become 
a pogspuclear state. But lawmakers in 
recent months have suggested keeping 


reducti 
natural 


ed in 1992 because of Ukraine's severe! 
energy shortage, largely caused"by a 


jon of cheap supplies of oif and’ 
gas from Russia. 


*\___ Ukraine previously pledged to close 
1 by the end of the year because 
f worries about another accident 


im experts consider its RBMK-type 


dent and during ci 
The accident also Aer the evacua- 
on and resettiement of more than 


But lawmakers said Ukraine's energy 


crisis left them little choice. 


“We were forced to pass such a resolu 


Ukraine depends on Russia for:abọuų 
90 percent of its oil and nearly half of ils 
natural gas supplies. 


some of the weapons. 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher plans to discuss Ukraine's 


Band, jokes 
help usher 
in Wal-Mart 


By RHONDA MORAN 
The Brazosport Facts 


ANGLETON Gospei 
singers, armadillo jokes; and the 
Danbury High Schoo! Band 

ying “Twist dd Shobt” high 

Wednesday's grand open- 
ing of the ‘hew Wal-Mart 
Supercenter on Highway 288-B 
The hour-long opening cere- 
monies ended with sales associ- 
ates joining in a spirited “Wal- 
Mart Cheer” as a steady stream 
of shoppers began filling up the 
store. 

The Supercenter has a phar- 
macy, a one-hour photo center, 
deli cafe, an automotive lube 
express, and will be selling gro- 
ceries in addition to the wide 
variety of merchandise carried at 
the store's former location on 
Highway 35 

Store Manager Doug Cragg 
said the Supercenter is open from 
7 a.m. to il p.m. daily and 
employs 400 people, compared 
to 120 at the previous location 
Approximately 70 percent of the 
store's employees are full-time 
i Campbell 

Jody I of the Watton 
Institute was the keynote speak 
er, stressing that Wal-Mart is a 
“front-runner in looking for new 


RHONDA MORAN/The Facts 


Judy Caimpbell of the Walton Institute ees at the grand opening of the Wal-Mart 
addresses a crowd of visitors and employ- Supercenter in Angleton Wednesday. 


the future of setailing looks like.” 

Campbell said she arrived in 
Angleton much earlier than nec- 
essary Wednesday morning and 
went to a nearby McDonald's for 
breakfast. On its walls, the 
restaurant has historical pho- 
tographs of the city, and they 
prompted Campbell to think 
about how much times have 


changed 
“Seeing pictures of the old 
Sharp & Smith General 


Merchandise Store, next door to 
the old train depot, I thought, 


Assault reported on E. 4th in Freeport 
FREEPORT - A man received a four-inch laceration on the right side 
Of his bead after being struck by a plastic rice how! Wednesday at 10:51 


pm. 
He and another man were arguing in the 100 block of E. 4th when 
the complainant was struck in the head by the bow! 


No charges have been filed. 


Six juveniles detained for break-ins 


FREEPORT - The owner of a house in the 600 block of W. 4th wait- 
ed inside to catch several juveniles who had bees breaking into the 


house. Wednesday at 6 p.: 
wood down to enter the house 


m. the owner caught six juveniles taking ply- 


A box full of dishes worth $500 is still unaccoumed for. The juve- 


niles were turned over to their parents 


- A burglary was reported Wednesday st 6:24 
Hackberry. hems taken are not known. 
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Our 80th Year, No. 226 
(USPS 304-270) 


stop delivery. or areca pone TH 


pm Monday-Friday. TiTi as -11 am weekends 


‘Gosh, we're a long way from 
the old way of retailing,”” she 
said. “This (Supercenter) is a 
new way.” 

Angleton Mayor Roy Gardner 
addressed the crowd of Wal-Mart 
employees and well-wishers, 
saying he believes the 
Supercenter has inspired at least 
one neighboring business to 
remodel and may have con 
tributed to a new restaurant's 
Gecision to locate nearby. 

Wal-Mart employees raised 
money to donate to charity, and 


Senior PLO figure assassinated on Gaza street 


GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza Strip (AP) — 
A senior PLO figure and longtime friend of 
Yasser Arafat was assassinated today by two 
masked gunmen on a Gaza strect while picking 
up his child from school, a Palestinian 

Assad Saftawi, 58, was one of the founders 
of Fatah, Arafat's main faction in the PLO, and 
the third man from the group shot to death 
since the PLO and Israc! signed a Palestinian 


autonomy agreement on Sept. 3. 


MOSTLY CLOUDY 
breezy today with a 40 percent 
chance of light showers. Hi; 

near 70 and north winds 15- 

mph and gusty. Tonight, cloudy 
and cooler with a slim chance of 
showers. Lows will be in the 

upper 60s with winds 

sauthnastecty 10-15 mph 
Friday, partly sunny with a 20 


and 


Cragg presented checks for 
$3,300 to Brazoria County 
Children’s Protective Services, 
and $1,000 to the United Way of 
Brazoria County 

Employce Ernesto Martinez 
was honored as “Associate of the 
Set-Up,” receiving a certificate 
from management and cheers 
from his co-workers. 

The Angleton store was one 
of eight Wal-Mart Supercenters 
opening in the nation Wednesday 
and one of four sores opening in 
Texas. a company official said 


accord was signed. 


television 


Sales tax rebates 
below state average. 


By GARY BEENE 
The Brazosport Facts 


The monthly sales tax rebates 
show that Brazoria County's econ- 
omy grew a little slower than 
average in October when com 
pared with areas across the state 


The county's 21 cities received 
$709,634 in October, 12.03 per- 
cent more than October 1992. The 
state average was up 19.1 percent, 
according to’the figures seleased 
by the state comptroller’s office. 

"The state of Texas has experi- 
enced year-over-year employment 
growth every month snce January 
1992,” State Comptroller Jonh 
Sharp said in a press release. 


The county also saw lower 
sales tax rebate figures than near- 
by counties. Galveston County 
saw its figures increase 21.03 per 
cent from one year ago while Fort 
Bend County's figures jumped 
24.12 percent. Matagorda County 
experienced a slight decrease of 
80 percent 

In Texas’ 


large cities 


Danbury ISD to conduct’ 


Saftawi, a leading moderate, served as an 
intermediary among Isracl, Egypt and the 
Palestine Liberation Organization before the 


There was no immediate claim of responsi- 
bility for the assassination. 

In April. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
spent 20 minutes’at Saftawi’s hoase, stopping 
to drink tea. The visit was broadcast on Israel 


DANBURY - The Danbury 
Independent School District will 
conduct developmental screening 
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Oct. 27 
at Danbury Elementary School, 
2222 Ave. F 

Parents “or guardians of 
preschool-age children suspected 
of having learning problems are 
encouraged to participate. A 


speech therapist will be available 
to examine children 


‘over which 
PLO takes 


ers were summoned to Tunis this month a 
talks in an effort to stop the killings. 

From the moment the autonomy accord was. , 
signed in Washington there have been fears ; 
that internal struggles within the Palestinian, 


community 


ferring authority to the PLO starting Dec. 13, ., 


By The Associated Press 


Cooler temperatures and 
calmer weather moved into 
Texas this morning, following 
several days of » hail 
and flash floods. 

Yet, if raining cats and 
for three days wasn't enough, 
some Texas areas dealt with 


The Panhandle poi, Hp 


and the closing of some main 


highways. 
of sorthbound Interstate 45. 


Traffic was rerouted most of the 
day Reem * A Sheriff's 


Department cial said rain 
reached about 


developmental screening i 


An internal struggle erupted inside Fatal 


aan 


BA 


Houston's October rebate wad up 
13.3 percent over October 1992! 
and Dallas’ up 15.9 percent over 
the same period 


In Brazoria County, Freeport 
saw the biggest jump in payment 
with an increase of 45.99 percént, 
The city received an October pay- 
ment of $88,275 compared veh, 
$60, 466 last year. 

Lake Jackson's payment was 
up 16.03 percent at $156,008 
while Angleton’s increased 6.23 
percent to $75, 210. 

Across the state, San Antonios 
continued as one of the leaders in 
economic growth with an increase 
of 23,2 percent over last year, 

Houston received the largest’ 
city sales tax rebate for October 
with a payment of $15.5 milliqnt 
Dallas received the second lahest» 
payment of $9.6 million. 

This month's Sales tax 
ments include taxes collects S64 
August sales and reported to the 
comptroller in September by busi. 
nesses filing tax returns. : 


4 
2% 


Developmental areas include ‘lm-" 
guage, motor coordination ‘dnd ” d 
thinking skills. 

Children who are identified a 
having a handicap gre eligible for 
special education when they turn“! 
3 years old. * a 

Screenings are available 'by-' 
appointment only, The last date to 
schedule a screening appointment’ + 
is Monday. For more information, 
call Bessie Carpenter at 922-1234: 


faction would gain power once the , 
over the Gaza Strip. Younger lead; 


could unravel plans to start qans- 


No tickets makes 
huge Lotto prize 


By The Associated Press ; 
No tickets purchased in the Tat" 
est Lotto Texas, with an estimated ‘* 
$25 million jackpot, correctly 
matched all six numbers drawñ for ` 
the twice-weekly game, state Jbt- 
tery officials said today, 
‘The numbers drawn 
na pam tena ae 


“Although no jackpot witiner’ n 
surfaced, 354 tickets were sold: 


each ticket worth $1,223. Another Ţ 
18,642 tickets with four of dix” 
gns numbers, cach received 


‘Another 341,441 tickets were” 
sold with three of six = 


The estimated jack 


Saturday is 
re rby a emri 


